Student Sustainability Summit 2011
Notes from plenary presentation by student leaders, with feedback from visiting experts.  

Each focus area group presented on their discussions and Collective Action Plans.

Education and Activism/Human Rights groups: Panel of student presented, led by Amelia Schwalb and GaeMin Lee. Expert - Kevin Stump from NYPIRG.
Connections between all the focus areas were made.  Resource distribution ties all the groups and makes us think of acting responsibly.  We decided to work on an education project, and we are going into elementary schools and working with teachers and students.  Since our audience is young we want to make our presentation funny.  Reducing/reusing/recycling is a critical message for kids.  Making the 3Rs fun will be important. One person is in charge of making this program branded and marketable.  Other individuals will do the following:  Writing a letter to send to teachers, and to the media, to keep everyone on the same page.  Working on the project itself:  Integrating home/school behaviors.  Creating a recycling center at a school is a project we will undertake as part of the educational program.  This group will create the prototype for this.  Getting the word out/finding access to schools.  Reaching the media!  Making a documentary film to support publicity!

Kevin’s feedback:  The 3R’s is about changing people’s behavior.  Educating children is planting a seed in a child’s head! Finding the target population, then finding a consistent message.  If a teacher or school says “no!” go to another one.  

Enacting Change/Energy/Transportation groups: Student co-leaders presenting: Taylor Holland and Eliza Cadoux. Expert - AnneMarie Hirshberger, JD, from PACE Law School Energy and Climate Center.  To be energy efficient, a high school student needs funds.  Con Ed came to Hackley to help us with electrical energy efficiency.  Our Action will be to work with Con Ed and other similar companies, like NYSERDA, to perform these surveys at all schools.  We will create a website that will rank schools based on their electrical energy efficiency.  We will make a second visit wherein we perform a follow up audit to see how much schools have saved.  This will begin with lighting, which is an affordable audit, and then hopefully move to more extensive energy audits.  First meeting for training in May! The Transportation project is an Earth Week event.  We will stand in school parking lots and check people’s tire pressure and have pamphlets regarding transportation efficiency.  Also, we will have a sticker campaign with little messages reminding people to turn of lights, computers, etc. 
AnneMarie’s Feedback:   Impressed with the knowledge of students regarding energy efficiency.  Getting students involved in audit process is important because they can take the skill outside of school.  The car tire pressure project work well with students because they can relate to the issue of efficiency with gas mileage.

Food and Gardens/Water groups:  Student Co-leaders presenting: Caroline Breinin and Bryan Hyam. Expert - Tristam Coffin from Whole Foods, overseeing environmental initiatives for 22 stores. In our group many of us are already at work on our project.  One project we decided on was to create a school fundraisers for LifeStraws, which are straws used in developing nations that filter dirty water when it is sucked through the straw.  We’d love to work with CELF to get money where it is needed for the straws.  We are also going to do a river clean up action. We might be able to sell LifeStraws there.  We plan to join Whole Foods on a tour of a local farm to see how they evaluate food for certification by their company.  They must carefully evaluate farms to make sure they are truly organic — a movement beyond “organic”.  We want to TAKE ACTION and not just talk!
Tristam’s feedback:  Inspiring to see so many motivated individuals!  The group shared best practices.  We came up with more action plans than we could do.  Rainwater collection was one of the things they hope to follow up on in the future.  They understand the global and local perspective and will be working for people far away AND on the local level, while educating and partnering with others.  Whole Foods is willing to work directly with the group in their Collective Action!! From a business perspective they were ahead of most people as they were well aware of the value of strategic partnerships.

Patti Bressman shared their new partnership with Rotary International which also schools to donate via a link on their site: www.celfeducation.org. CELF would be happy to assist anyone interested in learning more about the LifeStraws and how to create a program at their school.

Nature and Biodiversity/ Climate Changes:  Student Co-leaders presenting: Nadya Klimenko and Noah Bressman. Expert - Michelle Hersh, PhD. from the Cary Institute.  Our group will make a video for younger children and high school students.  This video will get attention by appealing to people’s cuteness drive.  The video will show the endangered creatures and their population numbers, include photo montage, and end with links for education and action.  We’ll disseminate these on Facebook and YouTube, and by distributing it to science teachers to show to their classes.  The video will not be too long, so will be easy to integrate in the curriculum.  We will motivate the children to impress the importance of this on their parents.  We will either do assemblies for elementary schools, or create small gestures that can easily be used, like games, songs, and art projects that can be brought into the classroom. We will talk to teachers this year and implement next year.  We also talked about having a nature walk and doing a vine or park clean up in Westchester or in the NY City.
Michelle’s feedback:  Enjoyed the student leadership of the event, and that it was student driven.  She was extremely impressed with their knowledge. The group used short-term and long-term goals.  Environmental goals for schools require short-term planning and long-term execution.  She points out that all these different groups can connect through their Collective Actions!

Patti points out the value of a Collective Letter by summit participants.  Kevin says that it would be great to represent a constituency that will soon be voting that you take these issues seriously.  CELF would help with distributing the letter.  A student writer to help craft the letter is an option.  

Sustainable Design and Zero Impact groups: Student co-leaders presenting: Maddy Spencer and Chloe Arnow. Expert - Laura Senkevitch, from the Pratt Institute. We want to work together with composting bins with flowers growing on top.  We will raise funds to buy them or try to build them.  We want to integrate them into school systems.  An edible garden could grow vegetables on top of compost bins, these could be served at the schools.  Some schools already have composting, we will work to get other schools to start programs.  Could schools sell the soil for a profit?  One group member suggested starting in the elementary school and working up to high school.  Another idea was to expand “Earth Hour” to a monthly “Earth period” at schools, when everyone turns off lights and electronics. 

Laura’s feedback:  The question came up:  How do we deal with disillusioned students in our schools?  When I was in HS these questions, such as composting, were not even being discussed.  Issues such as Climate Change are not going to go away.  Who has the role of optimism?  It will be these practical and smart people who are ready to DO something.  I would be willing to help them build it!

Patti Bressman:  The sustainability movement engages people’s optimism. Sustainable development requires solutions based upon systems thinking and optimism, innovation and out-of-the-box thinking. You students here today represent a future where we can expect this clarity of thinking. Your passion, enthusiasm and persistence will serve you well as you forge on to become the future architects and designers, scientists and engineers, artists and humanitarians that will be so vital to our communities, our governments and our industries. We encourage you to stay engaged and stay connected
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